Subject of this paper is to inform person who wants to know the relationship between

Bushido and Katana (Japanese Sword).
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BUSHIDO AS AN ETHICAL SYSTEM

Chivalry is a flower no less indigenous to
the soil of Japan than its emblem, the
cherry blossom; nor is it a dried-up
specimen of an antique virtue preserved in
the herbarium of our history.

It is still a living object of power and
beauty among us; and if it assumes no
tangible shape or form, it not the less
scents the moral atmosphere, and makes
us aware that we are still under its potent
spell.

The conditions of society which brought it
forth

disappeared; but as those far-off stars

and nourished it have long
which once were and are not, still continue
to shed their rays upon us, so the light of
chivalry, which was a child of feudalism,
still illuminates our moral path, surviving

1ts mother institution.

THE SWORD, THE
SAMURAI

Bushido made the sword its emblem of

SOUL OF THE

power and prowess.

As it laid great stress on its proper use,
so did it denounce and abhor its misuse. A
dastard or a braggart was he who
brandished his weapon on undeserved
occasions. A self-possessed man knows the
right time to use it, and such times come

but rarely.

Rt
L FEFWEE. RE RRARN
—¥ERE

HA3E &3 fah
ADEZBL Lo3I1F5REEDK
REIL, BARORETH HUIEITES
HE LBV, BAROLBIZEAOHETH
%o DREDELDOARIPOFIZB I HHNT
WHEHONLWEEIZO B2 D, b
FEARD—>TIEAR,
IS 7B, R bOLOFIZH - T,
NERERNEAT-AEZ TR THS, T
IERICSNDECIL D T2 7200 EE TR
FROEY # b, 4 bR b EGIE DT
RERVWEFETHD Z EE LRSS
<o,
REEA IS A, BT, apgmtn
B2 TA LY, 2O TITFEEL, BIED
BT LT LE STV D T D0
DOEO X Iz, RbE I bivbhoiE k
ICHETEE DS TN D, BRI DFTET
B HREHEOIIL, ZORETH D EEEHIE X
DHEARSEZOWT, AMEOEDOH Y L5 %
RS LoD TV A,

(1] —72¥ RO DN
TNEBER & 4 DR
REHEIINEZZONERBORME LT,
RADFABROEAIIEMTH S

LB e IO ZRHFH L, RYUR
EZE ISR L Cid LS FEEEL . v ZE i
T o T, R B ETIER Y FoT I,
o LABEE N BBAEILDH L iz, Ik
EHEWFRANIEL, AN REL X FTED
EOMRBAETHDINEM>TND, T LTE
DEIREEITITLHODEZAH, TLFIT LY
Lo TIRVDOTHD,

Written by Shinobu Komai in 31 Dec. 2010.



Subject of this paper is to inform person who wants to know the relationship between

Bushido and Katana (Japanese Sword).

The sword-smith was not a mere artisan
but an inspired artist and his workshop a
sanctuary. Daily he commenced his craft

with prayer and purification, or, as the

phrase was, “he committed his soul and
spirit into the forging and tempering of
the steel."

Every swing of the sledge, every plunge
into water, every friction on the grindstone,
was a religious act of no slight import.

Was it the spirit of the master or of his
tutelary god that cast a formidable spell
over our sword? Perfect as a work of art,
Toledo and

Damascus rivals, there was more than art

setting at defiance its

could impart.

Its cold blade, collecting on its surface the
moment it is drawn the vapor of the
atmosphere; its immaculate texture,
flashing light of bluish hue; its matchless
which

possibilities hang; the curve of its back,

edge, upon histories and
uniting exquisite

all these thrill us with mixed

grace with utmost
strength;---
feelings of power and beauty, of awe and

terror.
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